
Additional Psalms Psalm 19; antiphon: v. 8 

 

The Law of the LORD Is Perfect 

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
2Day to day pours out speech, 
 and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3There is no speech, nor are there words, 
 whose voice is not heard. 
4Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 
 and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
 5which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the end of them, 
 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

7The law of the LORD is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
8the precepts of the LORD are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
9the fear of the LORD is clean, 
 enduring forever; 
the just decrees of the LORD are true, 
 and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 



11Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 

12Who can discern his errors? 
 Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression. 

14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

Reading Exodus 20:1–17 

L A reading from Exodus, chapter 20. 
  
Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. Do not have other gods besides 
me. Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of anything in the 
heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. Do not 
bow in worship to them, and do not serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God, bringing the consequences of the fathers’ iniquity on the children to 
the third and fourth generations of those who hate me, but showing faithful love 
to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commands. Do not 
misuse the name of the LORD your God, because the LORD will not leave anyone 
unpunished who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy: 
You are to labor six days and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath 
to the LORD your God. You must not do any work—you, your son or daughter, 
your male or female servant, your livestock, or the resident alien who is within 
your city gates. For the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and 
everything in them in six days; then he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and declared it holy. Honor your father and your 
mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you. Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not give 
false testimony against your neighbor. Do not covet your neighbor’s house. Do 



not covet your neighbor’s wife, his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Romans 6:3–11 

L A reading from Romans, chapter 6. 
  
Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too may walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly also be in the likeness of his 
resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body ruled by sin might be rendered powerless so that we may no longer be 
enslaved to sin, since a person who has died is freed from sin. Now if we died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him, because we know that 
Christ, having been raised from the dead, will not die again. Death no longer rules 
over him. For the death he died, he died to sin once for all time; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Matthew 5:20–26 

L A reading from Matthew, chapter 5. 
  
 
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven. “You have heard that it 
was said to our ancestors, Do not murder, and whoever murders will be subject 
to judgment. But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother or sister will 
be subject to judgment. Whoever insults his brother or sister, will be subject to 



the court. Whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be subject to hellfire. So if you are 
offering your gift on the altar, and there you remember that your brother or 
sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled with your brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift. Reach a settlement quickly with your adversary while you’re on the way with 
him to the court, or your adversary will hand you over to the judge, and the judge 
to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never 
get out of there until you have paid the last penny.”  
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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